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 There are all kinds of things for which to be thankful, as we move into Octo-
ber. I am especially glad for the many ways our congregation’s communication 
has improved. The leadership of the church (Deacons and Elders) have instituted 
several programs to keep us all “in the loop.” Of course, I’m thinking of deacon 
and elder of the week, quarterly congregational meetings, a mobile-friendly          
calendar on the church’s website, and the “Remind” text message capabilities. 

 I am also pleased with our leaders’ interest in what we’ve called “Constant 
Improvement.” What began for us as a project to develop a mission statement 
has become a standard of practice. Our next meeting of deacons and elders to-
gether will be on October 8. 

 It is encouraging to see so many visitors in worship, and to be able to antici-
pate new members for our church. Our congregation is alive and growing. 

 Know you are loved.    
                                          Matthew 

The Congregational Meeting of August 27, 2017 is in the rear view mirror,  

but you may appreciate a couple of updates: 

The Budget Shortfall Continues 

At the Meeting, the Clerk of our Session, Jim Harris, described a budget shortfall. 

Our income for 2017 has been substantially less than we anticipated. Unfortunate-

ly, that trend has continued, and the gap between what we budgeted-to-receive 

and our actual income has widened. Please give this consideration as you think 

about your year-end giving. 

New Church in Allen County a No-Go for Now 

We also discussed a very generous offer of undeveloped land in Allen County. The 

potential donor approached our congregation about the possibility of developing a 

new church there.  In our Presbyterian system, congregations such as ours can 

serve as sponsors for a new church, but the Presbytery is formally responsible for 

organizing churches and for permitting congregations to acquire land when there 

are conditions placed on the acquisition.  The Session heard from the Coordinating           

Presbyter of the Presbytery of Western Kentucky, the Rev. Ken Dick, about the 

responsibilities of a sponsoring congregation, and heard of several church devel-

opment projects already underway in our Presbytery. At this time, it does not         

appear that there are sufficient financial or leadership resources to begin a fruitful 

project in Allen County.  

A Director of Youth, College, and Family Ministries 
The third matter discussed at the August Congregational Meeting had to do with 

expanding the duties for the (currently unfilled) staff position. Previously, this          

position has been responsible for youth and college ministries. The Session has 

discussed the need for additional staff support of children and young families.  

Contributions have been made to a designated fund to support this salary, and a 

search committee is being formed to conduct interviews. 
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Christian Education 

FALL FESTIVAL AND BLESSING OF THE PETS will be October 29, 4:30-
6:00pm in the Courtyard and Fellowship Hall.  Our Youth are planning fun            
activities for children.  Costumes are welcome.  Pets are welcome to both events 
(and can also wear their costumes). Invite your friends and neighbors for this fun 
fellowship and blessing ceremony.  Please bring an offering for our local animal 
shelter – paper towels, toilet paper, Blue Dawn dish 
soap (this is specific); Kleenex, small animal food  
and treats, clay cat litter, liquid laundry detergent –   
go here for the full list:   

                                 http://www.bgshelterpets.com/wish-list.html 

 
 
FAITH IS A LIFETIME JOURNEY, something that need daily attention.  Parents are the primary 
faith educators for their children, and having conversations regularly at home about faith is very           
important!  Here are some resources:   
 

Even young children can (and should) learn to pray.  Having a visible reminder 
can help each family member remember to pray:   
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/hand-prayers  
 

Teens don’t always talk with their families, but they actually do want to  
share, but often need encouragement. 
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/what-s-bothering-you  is a way to  
help your adolescent open up in a safe and caring environment.   
 

As Christians, we are called to forgive those who sin against us.  And that  
can be hard, but especially for couples, it is critical.  Here is an activity for  
couples (or even good friends) to help nurture a culture of care and  
forgiveness.  http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/couple-forgiveness   

 
 
CHILI COOK-OFF returns November 5 —Visit here for the  
Perfect Potluck Sign Up http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?
t=PABR4755&welcome=1  so you can compete to be Chili Chef 2018!   
We will also need side items and bake sale goods!  This is our first  
Montreat fundraiser and also a great day of fellowship!  
 

 
 
 

JOIN A SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS!  We have options for adults and classes for all ages. Nurse-
ry care is provided for children under 3 during the morning.  Preschool (age 3-5) are led by Julia and 
Dick Roberts and Jim and Betsy Tyrie.  They are learning about God’s love with Deep Blue materials.  
Our Kindergarten through 5

th
 grade gather in room 20 with Mary Evans, Peggy Carthrae, Sally Calkins, 

Judy Whitson, and Ann Humphrey to wonder about God and Jesus in the Bible and our lives with  
Godly Play.  Youth gather in the Youth Suite upstairs and are starting this fall with Faith Questions          
Understanding the Bible, led by Susan Thomison.                                                              (continued) 

http://www.bgshelterpets.com/wish-list.html
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/hand-prayers
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/what-s-bothering-you
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/couple-forgiveness
http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=PABR4755&welcome=1
http://www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=PABR4755&welcome=1
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Adults have several Sunday morning options:  The Floyd Hayes Ellis Class (201) is studying 
the Uniform Lesson Series with The Present Word materials.  Leadership is coordinated by Arnie 
Petrus.  The Christian Thought Class (Conference Room) is reading and studying the book Witness 
Without Parallel, 8 Scriptures that make us Presbyterian, led by Dr. Glenn Kirkconnell.  The Coffee  
& Conversation Class (202) shares leadership as they read and discuss Searching for  
Happiness.  Books are available for purchase – see Leslee Kirkconnell.  
 
 

We collect the Peacemaking Offering on        
Sunday October 1 (World Communion).  25%      
of your gifts stay with The Presbyterian Church 
for peacemaking causes.  25% stays with the 
Presbytery of Western Kentucky and 50% goes 

to the Presbyterian Mission Agency for peacemaking efforts around the world.  Thank you for your 
generosity!  You may use the envelopes provided on October 1 or simply mark your check ‘peace-
making offering.’   
   
 
3 CENTS A MEAL collection during worship will be Sunday October 29.  Our     
children and youth will come around with the cans for your coins, bills and checks.          
If each person gave 3 cents per meal for the quarter, it would add to $8.10.  A small 
amount when added to others makes a big impact!  One third of our offering stays 
right here and helps our Food Pantry.  The remainder goes to the Presbyterian          
Hunger Program to address the root causes of hunger at home and abroad.   
 
 

  DATES TO NOTE NOW: 
- Monday Morning Class – October 9-November 12 
- Cecelia Memorial 170

th
 Celebration – October 27 

- Halloween Downtown outreach – October 28 
- 3 Cents a Meal Collection – October 29 
- Fall Festival and Blessing of the Pets – October 29 
- Fall Back – November 5 
- Chili Cook Off – November 5 
- Youth Retreat to Camp Loucon – November 10-12 
- Angel Tree Collection begins November 19 

 
 
OUR SISTER CONGREGATION, Cecelia Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, will be celebrating 170 years of faithful witness on Friday October 
27.  Doors open at 6:30 with music, memories and more beginning at 
7:00pm.  Refreshments and fellowship following.  WE ARE INVITED to 
join them, so please note the date and time and plan to join us for a fun 
evening celebrating the goodness of God here in Bowling Green.   
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the  
following members and friends of this church  
who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

  Family and friends of Doug Hovious 
  Matthew Crocker and his family in the death of Helen Crocker 
   Alan Reeves in the death of his mother Dorothy Reeves 
   Jacob Carr in the death of his great aunt Ivie Robertson 

Church and Community 

THE MONDAY MORNING EDUCATION schedule has been set and 
we invite all to join us  beginning Monday October 9, 10:00am in the 
Conference Room.  "Our Presbyterian Authors" will share their        
writing and possibly have some books for sale.   

 

Our schedule:                                       
10/9:  Jim Harris  
10/16: Bob Haynes 
10/23: Joe Survant 
10/30: Julia Roberts 
11/6: Larry Gildersleeve 
11/13:  Bob Dickey  

 
GALLERY EXHIBIT  Be sure to stop and see the current art show before it closes on   October 
12th. In the Making: Works from Platetone Printmaking, Paper and Book Arts - Megan Kelley and 
friends from Platetone are now showing works in our Fellowship Hall gallery.  
 

GORDONEERS  The Gordoneers group will not meet in October, but they are planning a gathering for        
November. Stay tuned for more information coming soon. 

 

A FOLLOW-UP TO a Sunday, September 17 article in the DAILY NEWS 
     The article concerned a cemetery restoration… that of a pioneer named David Chapman.  The 
fact that he was identified as a Presbyterian encouraged me to enter our archives and to search  
Session records.  Remember that a small band of folk from Rockbridge County, VA invited the Rev. 
Joseph B. Lapsley to come from Bardstown to organize a church in Bowling Green (April 19, 1819).  
Sadly, Lapsley died just 4 years following the organization.  As a result, several traveling ministers, 
from time to time, supplied the pulpit; one can imagine the organization fell into some                               
dis-organization. When, finally, a second minister was called, the clerk and Session moved to           
reconstruct the minutes, the records having been poorly kept.    
     It is in those reconstructed minutes that the name DAVID CHAPMAN (1791-1884) appears as 
member. Other Chapmans are listed, but it is not known if they were his immediate family or even 
related. Further genealogical work would have to enlighten the search. It is known, however, that  
David Chapman would have been part of the present building (constructed beginning in 1833) and 
that he would have known the Reverend R. K. Smoot and  the congregation who exited the building 
so as to accommodate the needs of hospital at the time of Civil War occupation of Bowling Green.   
     So, our sense of history and connection takes on gratitude for the preservation work Terry Eidson 
and Cumberland Ridge Homeowners Association are instituting.    —Thomas N. Moody 

Pick up a more detailed brochure 
outside the church office.  
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Missions 

 

LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD  
 Your church Living Waters team has been busy this summer planning a return trip to 
Belize and St. Margaret's Catholic School in the Cayo district. About this time last year 
the team consisting of Ken Royse, Fred Higgins, Greg Johnson, Donna Houston, Hardie 
Frankel, and myself.  
 We spent the week training an operator on the installation and operation of the        
system while Donna and Hardie trained the teachers and school children on health,         
hygiene using. The clean water. 
 We found out the day of our water celebration that it was the principals last day there. 
This eventually led to our operator to also leave and the system shut down. I spent a lot 
of time this summer trying to find out what was going on, only to hear the Minister of 
Health had shut it down. 
 Finally, the first of last month, I was able to make contact with the new principal, Mrs.        
Perez,  to find out that her husband, a teacher at the school, has self-taught himself, 
from the operators manual, how to get the system back up and running. There are          
concerns about the safety of the clean water, but thankfully, no sickness has been             
reported. 
 I must also mention that an art student at St. Margaret's won first place in the coun-
try's annual elementary school art contest. Her drawing was of the painted Living Waters 
for the World logo on their new water building. Her caption was "clean water at our 
school". 
 So your clean water team will be heading back to Belize in early October to meet with 
the new school water committee, train new operator's and get the system up and           
running and producing clean water for all the children of St. Margaret's  and for the local 
community. 
 While we are at St. Margaret's, we will be visiting the school in the nearby Armenia 
village. This will be a water survey trip to confirm a water source, existing electricity, 
meeting with an already formed community water team and most importantly, test the 
water to make sure our system can filter all impurities and produce pure water. 
 And on a final but exciting note, the mission committee, specifically the water mission, 
has received a very generous donation by the Martha Haynes family to pay for the           
expenses of our next installation trip that will be dedicated to 
Martha in memory of her dedicated service to LWW in its early 
days of getting started. Martha was the main writer of the Clean 
Water University education curriculum nearly twenty years ago. 
Robert and Martha's daughter, Cathy and her husband Bob,           
recently attended CWU and will be our educators in this trip.  
 So, dear Church. If not for your caring and your contributions 
to the church, none of the above would be possible. The water 
team thanks you for allowing us to go forth and take clean water 
to all God's children.                                              - Doug Humphrey 
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ROOM IN THE INN and other OPPORTUNITIES FOR HELPING  
 

 In preparing for Room In The Inn, we are working hard make more room by helping 
some of our friends furnish the few apartments and living situations that are opening up for 
them.  
 

 We are aware a 2 member family that is being offered an apartment at Bowling Green 
Towers on October 1st. They will moving directly from the street to their apartment. They 
are in need of:  1 full bed, 1 medium sofa, 2 sitting chairs, a 2 person dining set, a dresser 
and kitchen accessories. 
 

 We are also aware of a single visually impaired man that is in need of a small single bed 
and chair and some simple furnishings at approximately the same time. 
 

 We will loan some cots and simple chairs and bedding from our storage until they can be 
replaced by things they can call their own. 
 

 This congregation continues to show a great understanding of Christian Fellowship by 
responding to the immediate needs in front of us. If you can help, call Cheryl at the Church 
Office and one of us will contact you. We will be glad to pick anything up. 
 

 Also, there are signup sheets in the 10
th
 Street lobby for this year’s Room In The Inn  

program, which begins in November. We will need help with meals, innkeeping and house-
keeping for our Thursday night hostings this winter. Please check the lists and sign up if 
you can assist. 
                                                                     --David Coverdale 

                             HABITAT FOR HUMANITY BENEFIT AUCTION 
 

       A wonderful time of fellowship and fun was had at the annual Auction to 
                      benefit Habitat for Humanity.  Many thanks to the wonderful cooks who 
        brought soup or sandwiches or decadent desserts.  Our auction raised 
$2265.20 for Habitat for Humanity.  We also had necklaces for 
sale to benefit Living Waters for the World.  Eight were sold, 
and we received $72 total (thanks to some generous                 
donations). Of that, $40 will be forwarded to Living Waters  
for the World and we will put the remaining $32 in our  
Living Waters Fund.    
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Financial Report 

Our church elders:  Pam Bratcher, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Fred Higgins, 
Brad Howard, Nancy English, Bobby Rabold, Wanda Rosdeutscher, Diane Simmons, Margaret Stein, Larry        
Warden, Denny Wedge.  Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon Dyche, 
Kim Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Larry Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Wayne Hendrix, Frederica Kernohan, 
Nathan Love, Marilyn Mattingly, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Ann Rudolph,   Janet 
Schwarzkopf,  Diane Simmons, Debbie Trickey, and Judy Whitson. 
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Youth Ministry 

FIRST MONTREAT FUNDRAISER is Sunday November 5 – our Chili Cook Off!   
If you are thinking about attending Montreat next summer (July 14-21 High School; 
July 18-22, Middle School) you get a $50 discount on your fee ($500) for EACH 
fundraiser you work.  This will be a fun morning with delicious food, great fellowship 
and money for Montreat!  Even if you aren’t sure about Montreat, please come and 
help us make a great day for our church.  Sign up here—   
http://www.perfectpotluck.com/PABR4755  to bring something for our meal. 
 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP UPDATE:  On Sundays when Youth Fellowship meets, we gather at 
5:30pm – grades 6-12 – for fellowship, followed by dinner and fun from 6:15-7:00pm. We conclude 
at 7pm.  Help is needed providing meals for our group (avg 12) on Sunday evening.  Click here:  
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-fall1     
Since the doors are locked shortly after 5:30, we have a special access card for our chefs.   
See Leslee Kirkconnell to check it out when you are scheduled to bring your meal. 

 
FALL FESTIVAL:  We are planning another fun outreach event for children.  
Sunday October 29, beginning at 5:00pm in Fellowship Hall.  Games, treats, fun.  
Costumes encouraged.  The Blessing of the Pets will begin at 4:30 and furry or 
feathered family members are also welcome to attend.  Invite your neighbors to 
come!  (Youth need to arrive by 4:00 to help set up.  We’ll enjoy dinner and clean 
up and be done by 6:30pm).   
 

 

FALL PRESBYTERY YOUTH RETREAT to Camp Loucon is November 
10-12.  Theme:  Spin Cycle, our Verse: 1 John 1:9.  Theme Idea: Sin (Dirty 
Laundry); Repentance and Forgiveness and Cleansing (Spin Cycle); Fresh, 
Clean start (Clean Clothes).  A spiritually enriching and fun weekend is  
being planned.  Registration forms and information will be available soon.   
We will plan to leave TPC on Friday November 10 by 5pm and return  
early/mid afternoon on Sunday.   
 
DATES TO NOTE FOR YOUTH FAMILIES: 
Fall Break – NO Sunday evening fellowship on October 1 
Youth Game Night – October 8, 5:30-7:00pm 
Fall Festival –October 29 – Youth need to be here by 4:00 and can be picked up 6:30pm.   
November 5 – Chili Cook Off – be here by 9:30am to set up, serve and stay til we’re cleaned up    
                      (1:30ish) 
November 10-12 – Camp Loucon 
November 19 – Begin Angel Tree Ministry 
December 11 – Youth Christmas Party – need a host home!   
 
SPENCER’S FELLOWSHIP has been suspended for the time being.  Please join us  
on Sundays for Sunday school (9:30am) and evening fellowship (5:30pm, unless noted).   
 
YOUTH RETREAT TO LOUCON!  November 10-12.  'Spin Cycle'  All 6th-12th  
grade youth are invited.  Forms are available on our website and will also be  
emailed.  Deadline is October 23.    

http://www.perfectpotluck.com/PABR4755
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-fall1
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Presbyterian Women 

Contact: Donna Grant today to register and reserve your room - 

dgrant5642240@yahoo.com 
 

Enjoy fellowship, worship and service on beautiful Kentucky Lake. Our activities  
begin Friday afternoon at 1:00p.m. with a mission project for school girls from 
Africa and a craft project. Later that afternoon Melissa Sevier, author of A Cloud 
of Witnesses, will be our keynote speaker. We will have dinner in the dining 
room followed by games and fellowship with outdoor Vespers prayer service 
led by Karen Napier. Saturday begins with Outdoor morning prayer service led 
by Leslee Kirkconnell. Our business meeting begins at 8:45 a.m. Breakout 
meetings will include: Jenna Goggins, Dasha Tuck, and Stephanie Young who 
will give information about their mission trip to Guatemala and the Living          
Waters of the World projects as well as plans for the upcoming  Presbytery 
wide mission trip; Yvonne Hileman will lead a session on Domestic Violence. 
There will be displays set up including a book exchange (bring a book you’ve 
already read and take one you would like to read), children’s literacy activities 
ready for you to take home and become active in literacy, Horizons display and 
information about the Presbyterian Women’s  organization, and our Uspiritus 
representatives will be with us to share information and gather the beautiful 
quilts that have been made by groups. Closing worship and communion service 
will be at 1:00p.m. led by Melissa Bane Sevier. 
 

mailto:ltford@windstream.net
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October Birthdays 

October 2 

 Parker Evans 

October 3 

 Larry Gildersleeve 

October 4 

 Ellie Ramsing 

 Rory Small 

October 5 

 Sam Evans 

 Timothy Evans 

 Linda Leigh 

 Benjamin Long 

 Catherine Reber 

October 7 

 Samuel Kernohan 

 Laura Kessel 

 Bob Scantlin 

October 9 

 Joseph Survant 

October 10 

 Greg Johnson 

 Marvin May 

October 11 

 Bev Nuerge 

 Chhar Sy 

 

 

 

October 12 

 Michael Ballard 

 Mary Ann Berry 

 Bob Holderfield 

 Cammie Kirkwood 

October 14 

 Blakey Hayes 

 Catherine Lowe 

 Oriaku Njoku 

 Diane Simmons 

October 16  

 Hunter Sharp 

 Bette Smith 

October 17 

 Sheila Reeves 

October 18 

 Rider Allen 

October 19 

 Todd Hudson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 20 

 Karen Kreuzer 

October 21 

 Kim Ferguson 

October 24 

 Nancy Hulan 

 Charlotte Prow 

October 26 

 Emma Ahmed 

October 28 

 Stephanie Wycihowski 

October 29 

 Saint Carmichael 

 Ernie Small 

October 30 

 Emily Davenport 

 Lisa Rabold 
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October Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
World Communion 

Sunday 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music  

9:30am  

Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
  

2 

11:00am  

Circle 3 
7:00pm  

Covenant Bible 

Study 
  
Fall break 
  

3 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 

 
7:00pm Deacons 

4 

  
7:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

5 

  
  
  
WKU break 

6 

10:30am  

Morning Prayer 

7 
  

8 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music  

9:30am  

Sunday School 
9:45am Sunday  

Circle  

10:30am Worship 
5:30pm Youth 

Group 

9 

10:00am  

Mon. Morn. 

Educ. 
11:30am  

Circle 9 
7:00pm  

Covenant Bible 

Study 

10 

9:00am POPS 
11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
7:00pm Evening 

Circle 
7:00pm Camera 

Club 

11 

9:15am Wed 

Morn Circle 
9:30am Circle 6 
  
7:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

12 
  

13 

10:30am  

Morning Prayer 
 
 
  

14 
  

15 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music  

9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
5:30pm Youth 

Group 

16 

10:00am Mon. 

Morn. Educ. 
7:00pm  

Covenant Bible 

Study 

17 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
6:00pm Chairs 

mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

18 

  
7:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

19 
  

20 

10:30am  

Morning Prayer 

21 
  

22 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music  

9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
5:30pm Youth 

Group 

23 

10:00am Mon. 

Morn. Educ. 
  

24 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 

 
7:00pm Missions 

25 

7:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

26 

 

27 

10:30am  

Morning Prayer 
  
7:00pm  

Cecelia event 

28 
  
 

29 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music  

9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
4:30pm Fall Festival/

Pet Blessing    

(+Youth) 
  

30 

10:00am Mon. 

Morn. Educ. 
  

31 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

October 15 is the deadline for the November 2017  

newsletter. Please send your information to the church 

office at info@bgpres.org 

October 2017 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                   Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Wayne Pope                                             Choir Director 

Richard Barefoot        Financial Administrator 

Steve Moore                                 Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                       Secretary 

Jim Harris                                                           Clerk of Session 

Dana Patterson             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Stuart Kernohan                            Sunday Sexton 

Ellie Osborne                                                     Children’s Music 


